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him, and then General Harris was required to
consider who was best fitted for their successful
discharge. After due consideration he resolved
that Colonel Wellesley should be the permanent
Commandant; and this selection was made not
only in preference to Major-General Baird, but in
preference to three other General Officers., senior
to Major-General Baird., as well as to Colonel
Wellesley,, all of whom would have been proud of
the appointment, and might fairly have claimed
it, if seniority, bravery., and distinguished military
services had been the only proper considerations
in the selection of a fit person to fill this appoint-
ment.

But when a kingdom had fallen, and a king-
dom was to be restored-, it was the duty of the
Commander-in-Chief, in the absence of the Go-
vernor-General, to exercise, to the best of his
judgment, the great powers confided to him. He
was bound to select, from his army, the person he
should deem best fitted to discharge all the great
civil as well as military functions which would
devolve upon him. His choice fell upon Colonel
Wellesley. To justify this choice, by entering into
a comparison of the relative qualifications of
Colonel Wellesley, and any of the officers senior
to him, for such a trust, would be an invidious
and idle waste of time. But I cannot avoid ob-
serving, that General Harris would have compro-
mised his public duty, if he had preferred General